to attempts by missionaries sent by Rome to insert themselves into valuable territories. The clashes between Bosnian Franciscan friars and, in particular, Jesuit missionaries provide a fascinating contrast between two very different models of Catholic identity and practice. Remarkably, despite stronger claims to being better representatives of the 'mission culture' of post-Tridentine Catholicism, the Jesuits were ultimately out-manoeuvred by their Bosnian antagonists and the papacy eventually came to accept that the Bosnians would have to remain key players in the provision of spiritual services to the Balkan populations.
While these struggles form the first major theme of this essay, it will also examine the relative failure of Catholic missionary activity. Although Roman interest in the area increased markedly in the century after Trent, the overall effects of missionary activity were limited even in terms of maintaining the confessional allegiance of the existing Catholic population. Indeed, the seventeenth century was notable for a significant degree of Islamicisation of Catholics in the important reservoirs of Bosnia and Albania. Despite the recognition of the importance of the creation of educational institutions which could sustain a native priesthood, Propaganda Fide lacked the capacity to create sufficient establishments to furnish Balkan Catholics with an educated and resident clergy. The actual limitations of this vital aspect of missionary activity become even more apparent when account is taken of the enormous sums which were disbursed by the papacy at the end of the sixteenth century, in the context of war against the Turks with the proposed objective of liberating the Balkans from Ottoman control.
